At Matienol Onfine Sofety, we belleve in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the infermatian to hold an nfermed conversation about online safety with their children, should they
feel [t 18 needed. This guide locuses on ene app of many which we belleve trusted adults should be awdre of. Please visi www.nationalonlfinesatety.com for further guldes, hints and tps for adults.

SQUID GAMI

With themas of horror and violance, it's important for parents and caraers to undarstand tha potential
risks posed for young audiences by the viral TV show, Squid Game. The nine-eplsode Netflix-exclusive TV
show |s rated 15+ and s about a world whare contastants who ara deaply in debt play children’s gamas | _!
order to win cash prizes. Tha losars, howaver, are violantly killed. The show's popularity has meant it has

spread across online platforms, and thera is a great risk of young people baing axposed to unsuitable
sceanes, maaning parents and carers have to be vigilant whan allowing children to use devices. 13

Some might argue that Squid
Game containg content that
might not even be sultable for
older teens, let alone young
children. Characters are brutally
tortured and killed through
stabbings or getting shot as o ruult
of rules developed and enforced
masked game master. The show o :n
features sexual content and threats of
sexual viclence, as wall as a strong
theme of gambling that runs
throughout the whole show.

g;wﬂlnm Hetfix, i'..‘quld taty
ma has n n-ntm o
lgn-u on othe
|:|| umu, like TikTok uml YouTube,
with clips of the show golng viral. On
YouTube Kids, a number of successful
channels hove token advantage of
the Squid Game trend, creat
content such as “How to Draw Squid
Game Characters” videos. Its
popularity has dlso led to the creation
of app gomes that the player in
| the role of a con nt who is killed if
| they lose a game.
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Whilst the content ig very

much adult-themed, some 04&

l'a-ututhb:l' the nmrm;“m oy :

appeal to young children ot '

face=-value. The nome “Squid

.| Game” may be Inl:urpmhd os g

| programme aimed at children rather
| than adults. The content teall, such oe

tha bright and chlldllh oesthetics,

rmﬁr appeal to young children,

lcularly as thera's a
u';rgr-uun nqmn to go with

Squid Game's pervasive presence on
social media has encouraged many
content creators to re-enact scenes
from the show, which has led to
reports of children wanting to
glso imitate those scenes
disployed on social media at
home and in school, Much of this
content stems from the “Red L]q‘ht,
Green Light” game from the fi
-plmd-. where cnnumm: attemnpt to
Rd!l-t a giant animatronic girl
hihﬂ she shoots them.episode, where
contestants attempt to make it pasta |
giant animatronic girl before she
shoots them.
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| sed on wh
| Is the user has consumed |.a.
- thur have watched or searched for.
nrﬂnr:l, thera |2 o greater chance of
'rnur chii bnlnn exposed to similar
viclent or horror-themed content
on soclal media alter watching a -
ﬂww like Squld Game.
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Squid game has become a social media

Metflix has easily accessible built-in Due to the viral nature of the
Fur-ntulnmh'nlrl that allow you to set up craze and it's possible your child will see show, even If your child has not seen ‘ -
some content related to the show on Equlti Game, it's important to h"p qn

gmﬂh for your child witha s ific age
block them from watching certain
lhmu and ewven lock their u:-:uuntn it can‘t
be occessed by anyone else. Netflix also allows
you to access your child’s viewing history to
make sure they're not watching nn]rthinu
inappropriate for their age.

CHECK AGE RATINGS | ng

rati on TV shows and films
:F:u wr;r“:n uge what Is suitable for

Pagort 1 x .r;u“iru-::f hild ﬂ"_l"l id
re & from schools of children n u
Gupmm" in the n:l-und und l:t:t'i:|l 9 i
ressively the losers as u way to
el B "1""’““.551' “2’.‘.:13..“"‘. Loyt M W)
i Hol s fael unmrnl'g?'luhll could also EHI.J: them to
| feald or distracted, so it's Important
. you can easlly spot the signs.

WATCH THE SHOW T

various platforms. Therefore, it's important
to be aware of which websites child has
visited on their smartphone, ta or laptop,
and to also keep an eye out for which

HAVE OPEN CONVERSATIONS

Making m child is comfortable

talli ut what they see online can
ﬂ:ﬂﬁ'ﬁmﬁ'ﬁ"fﬂu rnﬁr"'ﬁ”iu is watching, nﬂmﬂ way to -muriru“w-u are kept in the ] 're trying to ﬂﬁurﬂ out whether you
check the age rating to see if the TV show or film is F p about thair online use. Showing an interest nhnulcl Iat watch Squid ﬂnmailit m hl: bu
desmed suifable for their age group. If not, try in whnt vaurchlld is doing online givoes thim a HH to watch the m urself first,
watching the show you mn‘gm Iking to nl:ru-r _ ﬁpartun ty to discuss what is and isn te for so will ollow you to get o better undarntun:li

the show's content and themes, as well as he T'ou
decide If thig I :umﬂhlng 'fuu‘:l teel l:nrrﬂurhub
with your child being expozed

ir Gige group, and nnwm might mugniﬂrtnﬂr QW
ulrrg tn?wurdl contant thay nl!

Edumma hm-mnit before to get a better !
nderstanding of why it's been mt-du certain wny
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